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weak men, who divide their labours and exchange the pro-
ducts, all suffer evils from the weakness of their fellows.
The quantity of each kind of product is made deficient "by
the deficiency of labouring power; and the share each
gets for such share of his own product as he can afford
to give, is relatively small. Just as the maintenance of
paupers, hospital patients, inmates of asylums, and others
who consume but do not produce, leaves to be divided
among producers a smaller stock of commodities than would
exist wore there no incapables; so must there be left a
smaller stock of commodities to be divided, the greater the
number of inefficient producers, or the greater the average
deficiency of producing power. Hence, whatever decreases
the strength of men in general restricts the gratifications of
each by making the means to them dearer.

More directly, and more obviously, does the bodily well-
being of his fellows concern him; for their bodily ill-being,
when it takes certain shapes, is apt to bring similar bodily
ill-being on him. If he is not himself attacked by cholera,
or small-pox, or typhus, when it invades his neighbourhood,
he often suffers a penalty through his belongings. Under
conditions spreading it, his wife catches diphtheria, or his
servant is laid up with scarlet fever, or his children take now
this and now that infectious disorder. Add together the
immediate and remote evils brought on him year after year
by epidemics, and it becomes manifest that his egoistic
satisfactions are greatly furthered by such altruistic activities
as render disease less prevalent.

With the mental, as well as with the bodily, states of fellow-
citizens, his enjoyments are in multitudinous ways bound up.
Stupidity like weakness raises the cost of commodities.
Where farming is unimproved, the prices of food are higher
than they would else be ; where antiquated routine maintains
itself in trade, the needless expense of distribution weighs on
all; where there is no inventiveness, everyone loses the bene-
fits which improved appliances diffuse. Other than economic
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